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paved so that outdoor play is possible in all but really
wet weather. There should be a sand-git in one corner
of the garden and if possible a paddHng^ool- There
should be a stretch of lawn surrounded by T5roSd paths
and flower-beds, in which in addition to trees, and the
perennial flowers, there is space for the children to plant
seeds or annuals so that growth can be observed. For
the four to five-year-old children small garden plots
are desirable.

Toys and Apparatus to satisfy Various Fbrms
of Play Activity

Let us consider now what toys and apparatus should
be supplied to satisfy 'the developing interests of the
children in the nursery class.

Much of the child's play at this time is of the vigorous
bodily active type. It is the form of play most charac-
teristic of children under four years. They often appear
to run about without any definite purpose, to jump, to
climb and clamber over things whenever opportunity is
offered, they push themselves round on any kind of
pedal toy, they roll on the ground and kick their legs
in the air in sheer abandonment. This play is largely
the expression of superabundant energy, although, at
the same time, while enjoying the activity, the children
are strengthening and developing their muscles.

To Montessori we owe the suggestion for the intro-
duction of simple pieces of gymnastic apparatus to
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